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balivilla

On a headland beside a remote, 
windswept beach in Tabanan, Bali’s ‘Rice 
Bowl’, rests an astonishing six-bedroom 
sanctuary, known as Villa Babar.

BY RACHEL LOVE

VILLA BABAR
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his beautiful holiday rental villa is 
blessed with a 360 degree panoramic 
vista, encompassing mountains, rice 

fields, the Indian Ocean and the island’s scenic 
coastline all the way down to Uluwatu on the 
southwest extremity of the Bukit Peninsula. 
Mt Batukaru stands sentinel on the northern 
skyline, and on a clear day you can see Java; 
to the east you can watch the sunrise behind 
Mt Agung and, to the west, the sunsets 
are amazing. No expense was spared in the 
creation of this magnificent property – there 

is even a helipad – and yet there is nothing 
ostentatious about Villa Babar, the elegant 
simplicity ensures that nothing detracts from 
the awesome view. 

The contemporary architecture is characterised 
by white Yogya stone walls, cream terrazzo 
floors, limewashed timbers, and colonnaded 
walkways on both ground and upper levels. 
These wrap around an open-sided living room, 
an air-conditioned lounge with a billiard table, 
a dining room, a feature kitchen, and four of 
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the six bedrooms, including a master suite and 
a family room, all with ensuite bathrooms. 
Two more bedrooms and garden bathrooms, 
as well as a splendid home theatre, are 
situated in a single-storey guest wing linked 
to the main building. Each bedroom follows a 
theme, inspired by the Indonesian archipelago, 
and all have sea or mountain views, with the 
sumptuous master bedroom boasting a broad 
sunny terrace at the front and views in every 
direction. A large reflective pond presided 
over by a giant Buddha head, bathed in purple 
light by night, flanks the main entrance, while 
secret gardens hide beside the guest wing. 
Finally, the pièce de résistance, is a huge 27 x 
11 metre swimming pool that dominates the 
front garden, appearing to overflow into the 
ocean below.  

www.balivillababar.com

www.phvillas.com

Villa Babar was developed and furnished 
by Sunbebek, a Bali-based company, which 
offers a complete bespoke service for hotels, 
private residences and luxury villas, providing 
everything from furniture, table linens, 
cushion covers and bed linens to artwork 
and antiques. Sunbebek blends traditional 
techniques with contemporary design, with 
some of the soft furnishings and decorative 
accessories created from ‘Kain Endek’, a fabric 
entirely hand-woven in a Balinese village. Villa 
Babar’s gorgeous interiors therefore introduce 
natural materials and restful colours, as well as 
the owner’s wonderful collection of primitive 
statues from Indonesia’s eastern isles. 

At Villa Babar, every comfort is considered 
and five-star personal butler service is of the 
essence. Furthermore, guests can enjoy a fine 
dining menu of gourmet delights utilising 
fresh and organic produce. This is truly a place 
to escape and enjoy peace and tranquility 
in extraordinary surroundings; an ideal 
destination for those who want to get lost in 
the beauty of the countryside, and for those 
who want to engage with the local people 
and gain privileged insights into the Balinese 
culture. The villa is perfect for families and 
groups of friends, as well as being a dream 
venue for weddings, events and yoga retreats.  
FRV

This is truly a place to escape and 
enjoy peace and tranquility in 
extraordinary surroundings; an ideal 
destination for those who want to get 
lost in the beauty of the countryside.

A glimpse of the dining 
room from the pool 
terrace. 

Funky artwork and bright 
cushions bring colour to 
the Yogya stone wall and 
floating staircase in the 
open air living room.
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Above left: The air-
conditioned lounge 
presents comfortable 
furniture, a billiard 
table, and sliding glass 
doors to maximise the 
views.  

Middle left: View across 
the pool and dining 
pavilion to the beach at 
night.

Bottom left: The 
bedroom décor is 
understated, with the 
beds crafted from 
antique ironwood 
planks.

Above: The infinity pool 
appears to overflow 
into the ocean.


